Welcome to
Maple Grove

6199 Cypress Street
Vancouver, B.C. V6M3S3
www.maplegroveschool.net
Phone: 604.713.5356

/

Safe Arrival: 604.713.5792

Our interest and energy is focused on the growth and development of your child. We hope that you find the
information in this handbook useful.

MISSION STATEMENT
Maple Grove fosters excellence, life-long learning, innovation, and a
positive sense of well-being in a community based on mutual respect.

MAPLE GROVE PHILOSOPHY
All staff members at Maple Grove Elementary School work to support each child in reaching
appropriate learning goals through independent and group study which may be
cooperative, collaborative or competitive. Project-based learning, experiential learning and
problem solving are highly valued as ways to engage students and make learning
meaningful to them. Students are encouraged to take pride in their efforts, and to involve
themselves fully in classroom and school programs which develop intellectual abilities,
citizenship, the creative arts and athletics. Maple Grove is both a “neighbourhood school,”
and a school with a strong district Montessori program. Our policy and practice is for the
inclusion and support of all children.

Maple Grove

is a public elementary school in the Kerrisdale

area of Vancouver. Built in 1924 originally, it has experienced
many additions and renovations over the years. In 2003, Maple
Grove underwent a full heating, ventilation and plumbing systems’
upgrade. In 2006, the undercover area was seismically upgraded.
Maple Grove is a dual-stream school and has approximately 500
students and 55 staff members, including classroom teachers,
supervision aides, district instructors, support workers, and office
and
engineering
staff.
Maple
Grove
Elementary
is
located directly adjacent to Magee Secondary. The two schools
share facilities such as the tennis courts, grass field and the Magee
Auditorium.
Our focus is student leadership, technology and academic
success. We are the centre of a caring community led by our Parent Advisory Council – a community that
“cares deeply, shares generously and helps willingly.”
We offer two different programs. One is the child-centered Montessori Program emphasizing responsibility for
one’s own learning and independence. The other is the Traditional Program using a traditional teaching style
emphasizing student engagement, academic excellence, hard work and effort, while at the same time
incorporating modern technology through the use of SmartBoards. We offer a full computer laboratory, a fine
library, an excellent sports program and the opportunity to join the Maple Grove band or choir. Students may

also join a variety of clubs that vary from year to year. Student leadership is encouraged through membership
of the Global Citizenship Club and student representation on Student Council. Our students also serve the
school in a number of ways as part of their contribution to our caring community.
Students at Maple Grove are provided with a balanced curriculum focusing on basic skills, academic
excellence, and social and physical well-being. The students are given opportunities to extend their knowledge
by taking a number of school-related field trips. At the Grade 6 level, for example, they attend a yearly 3 day
outdoor school experience which focuses on an understanding of the environment and the impact that we
have on the health of our planet. Grades 6 and 7 students may also join the Band Program. There is an
intermediate choir open to students from Grade 3 to 7.
An important focus at Maple Grove is an emphasis on developing good citizens
through a focus on the Virtues Project and encouraging awareness of
democractic structures within classes and through Student Council. Each month
we focus on one or two of the virtues which are on the posters in our school. This is
usually led by one class whose students make announcements, posters and give
performances relevant to that virtue.
We also provide many opportunities for experiential and project-based learning.
Field trips are an important part of the educational program because they make
the learning relevant to the students, motivating them to learn more. Experiential
learning is also encouraged through many visiting experts through our Artist in
Residence and Scientist in Residence programs. Project based learning and
problem solving are used in classes and sometime school wide (for example,
when we have our Science Fair).

SCHOOL HOME COMMUNICATIONS
Good communication between home and school is essential to maximize student learning and to
reassure parents that their children are in a safe and positive learning environment. Please call and
speak to the teacher regarding any concern you may have. Your child’s teacher may also contact
you.
In addition to informal meetings with teachers, parents are invited to meet in formal conferences
about their child’s progress at least twice a year.
 Students have Student Agendas in which they and the teachers include messages for parents and
vice versa.
 Our school blog: www.maplegroveschool.net is updated regularly and some teachers have their
own classroom blogs.
 Ms. Sellars is available to meet with you informally most mornings between 9:10 am-9:20 am. You
may also book an appointment with Ms. Sellars.
 School community events are good opportunities to become involved.
We try to minimize our paper communications and encourage you to sign up for our blog which is
updated every Friday. Also please provide your email address to the office.

HOW ARE PARENTS INVOLVED?
All parents are members of the Parent Advisory Council. You can help us by coming to PAC meetings, and
consider serving on the executive. Other ways you can help include:



fund raising



presentations of your interests or career to
students. Examples might be architecture,
cooking, collecting, music, plumbing,
construction, movie making, interior design,
gardening, ceramics, knitting, mahjong etc.



run a lunch time or after school club



be a class parent



help with choir, the library, the Lego Robotics
program, art classes etc.



help with the hot lunch program or the safe
arrival program



read with students

drive for a field trip or sports team (you must have
insurance. The school board has excess liability
coverage for which you complete the application
form in the office)

HOMEWORK POLICY
The homework policy varies between the two programs,
traditional and Montessori. There are also some variations
among classes. In general Montessori programs give little
homework apart from completion of any work expected during
the day. The traditional program teachers will probably have
an expectation of some regular homework. Teachers use their
professional judgement to determine the appropriate amount
of homework and the purpose for the homework. There is a
Home Reading Program and every child is encouraged to read
every day. Parents are also encouraged to read to their
children as a way of introducing more sophisticated concepts
than the children are able to read for themselves.
You can help you child to develop good study habit by:


checking the student planner to see what is assigned



provide a regular time for homework or reading each day



provide a quiet place to work or study



be interested in what your child is doing

If the child is struggling with an assignment you can write a note to the teacher, (maybe in the planner), and
discuss it with him/her.

EVENTS AND CELEBRATIONS
We have many events and celebrations including Christmas Craft Day, Chinese New Year, the Terry Fox Run,
Sports Day, Science Fair, Drop Everything and Read Day. Events sponsored by parents include Movie Night,
Halloween Bingo and the Spring Festival. These events are fun to organize and fun to participate in.

LUNCH
The students are supervised in the lunchroom and outside
by our Supervision Aides. During lunchtime, students are
encouraged to practise table manners, good hygiene, appropriate
lunchroom behaviour and are expected to eat and clean up
independently.

The school offers a hot lunch program. An order form and menu will be
sent home at the end of each month for the following month. This order form is
also available on our school website. Your child is also welcome to bring his/her
own lunch from home or to go home for lunch (make sure you are back in time
for class). If your child brings a lunch from home, please ensure that it does not
contain nuts, as the lunchroom is a common eating area and some children in
the school suffer from allergies. Our lunchroom is a busy place – if parents plan
to drop off lunch for their child, we ask that they find a spot to meet their child
other than in the lunchroom. Parents are not expected to come into the
lunchroom as children are expected to be independent .

DROP OFF AND PICK UP
In an effort to control traffic flow within our neighbourhood and school, students
and their families are asked to enter and exit the school
through the doors that are closest to their classrooms.
Students are not permitted to walk through the staff
parking lot at the front of the school nor the staff
parking lot adjacent to the primary playground. We
encourage everyone to walk to school. If you have to
drive your child to school, consider parking a little
distance away and walking a block or two.
Parents are asked to observe city parking bylaws. There are areas by the school for drop off and
pick up. The front of the school is a no stopping zone.
Parking enforcement officers routinely visit the school
during pick-up and drop-off times and we would like to ensure that nobody gets
ticketed by reminding you to observe these by-laws. As outlined on the City of Vancouver website, no parking
zones “are set aside for motorists to drop-off and pick-up students. Vehicles may stop for up to 5 minutes only.”
No stopping zones “are usually adjacent to a school’s main entrance and are designed for pedestrian safety.
They are particularly busy around dismissal time, and should remain clear at all times.”

WALK TO SCHOOL PLEASE
Whenever possible, please consider walking to school or parking
a block or two from the school to help ease traffic congestion.
Please do your best to drop your child off at school as close to
the bell as possible.

SAFE ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE
Maple Grove has a Safe Arrival program run by parent volunteers. If a
student has an unexplained absence, the parent volunteers phone the
home, to ensure that the student is safe. If your child will be absent from
school, please call Safe Arrival (604.713.5792) and leave a message stating
child’s name, division and teacher.
Pick up of primary students must be by a person known to the teacher as
designated by the parent to pick the child up.

SUPERVISION AFTER SCHOOL

It is expected that students will go straight home after school. We do
provide some supervision but it is not extensive. Primary students should
not be playing on the playground unless supervised by an adult. There are
no restrictions as to which students should use the playground after school
as intermediate students use this area too while they wait to meet their
parents.

ATTENDANCE AND HEALTH
It is important that your child establishes a habit of coming to school regularly and on time. This will
demonstrate to your child that the work they are doing at school is valuable and important. Extended trips
during the school year are discouraged. Absences of more than one month mean that you may lose your
child’s place at the school and would have to reapply.
During your child’s time in elementary school, they will have their hearing and vision screened (during
their Kindergarten year). The school nurse may visit the school to administer booster shots if necessary.
School is a fun and active place and many children need more sleep when the school year begins.
Regular bedtimes are important habits. Encourage your child to practise good hygiene (using a tissue;
coughing or sneezing into their elbow; avoid putting hands in their mouth or nose; washing their hands with
soap and warm water after using the washroom; avoid sharing hats, hair accessories or clothing due to head
lice).
While regular attendance is important, please keep your child at home
if she/he:
 has a cold, sore throat or cough
 has an upset stomach or fever
 has an unusual skin rash
 has other symptoms of illness or contagious disease
This will help them get better more quickly and also prevent others becoming
infected. Please inform us of any health concerns about your child, so that we can make the proper provisions
at school.
For further health related information, you can contact:
Pacific Spirit Community Health Centre
2110 West 43rd Avenue
Vancouver, B.C. V6M 2E1
604.261.6366

FIRE AND EARTHQUAKE PREPARATION
We have regular drills for fire, intruder alerts, earthquakes and other emergencies so that children will be able to
respond in a calm manner and be as safe as possible. There is an emergency shed at the back of the school
stocked with water, first aid and emergency supplies.

SAFETY
Your child’s safety is of paramount importance. Please help us by completing all forms sent home to you and
updating information. Please do not allow your child to come to school before 8:40 am or stay after 3:15 pm
unless attending a supervised program. There is no supervision outside school hours. It is very important to tell us
about allergies or other medical issues. We recommend students wear medical alert bracelets in such cases.

FIRST AID
During office hours there is always someone with First Aid qualifications on site.

PROGRAMS & SERVICES
As well as the prescribed curricular requirements and the wide assortment of learning opportunities
provided in the regular classroom, Maple Grove School also offers the following:
Learning Assistance: Teachers are available to provide additional learning opportunities for students, with
special attention to literacy and numeracy, as well as the process of learning. Students may receive
support through individual, in class, or small group instructions. Informal assessments may be conducted
to assist classroom teachers with program development.
Resource Teachers: These teachers provide instruction and support to students with identified special needs
and their teachers, as well as students who require special assistance in ESL or academic subjects.
Meetings are scheduled between parents, classroom teachers, and the Resource Teachers to develop and
review an annual Individual Education Plan (I.E.P.).
English as a Second Language: Support is available to students for whom English is a second Language
Choir: Students in Grades 3 to 7 may join the choir. Rehearsals are after school once a week.
Library: Various opportunities are provided for instruction in the library with the goal of ensuring that all
students are conversant and very familiar with its resources. In addition to print materials, the library also
has a collection of media as well as 15 computers for resource searches and Internet connection.
French: All students in Grades 5 through 7 receive instruction twice a week.
Computer and Technology: Our computer room contains 30 IBM computers. Many classrooms have
SMARTBOARDS and some IPADS are also available. (See also library)
Sports: The P.E. program stresses sportsmanship, skills development, and fitness. Interschool activities are
available for students and House games are offered during lunch hour for some intermediate grades.
Counselling: An area Counsellor provides various group and individual services to assist students requiring
support in social and emotional aspects of personal development.
Speech and Language: Assessment is provided, upon referral. This is done through consultation with the
School Based Team. There is usually a waitlist for this service.
Psychologist: Through consultation with the School-Based Team, teachers and parents may request
education assessments. There is usually a waitlist for this service.
Community Health Nurse: Is available at the school occasionally to consult with pupils, teachers, and
parents. The aim is prevention or early detection of health problems which may affect a child’s well being
and school performance. In this context, the nurse may also act as a link between school staff and other
health department professionals who serve the school and as a resource person to families for health
information, community resources and health counselling. Immunization is arranged at Kindergarten and
Grade 6.
School Based Team: This team meets once a week to discuss students who have been referred by the
classroom teacher. The team includes the SBT Chair, resource teachers, administration, counsellor, the
speech language pathologist and the psychologist.

CODE OF CONDUCT
http://maplegroveschool.net/code-of-conduct-2/

Be a Maple Leaf!
Be:

 Learners
 Enthusiastic
 Accountable
 Friendly
PURPOSE
The goal of this Code of Conduct is to establish and maintain a caring and safe learning environment in which
all children can achieve their potential for greatness.
Maple Grove School promotes the values expressed in the BC Human Rights Code respecting the rights of all
individuals in accordance with the law – prohibiting discrimination based on race, colour, ancestry, place of
origin, religion, marital status, family status, physical or mental disability, gender or sexual orientation – in respect
of discriminatory publication and discrimination in accommodation, service and facility in the school
environment.

CONDUCT EXPECTATIONS
It is up to all members of our school’s community - students, staff, and parents - to ensure that our actions:
protect our own learning and the learning of others, create safe conditions, respect the need for order and
calm throughout the school, ensure that everyone is treated kindly and fairly and bring pride to our school.
* More details can be viewed on the school web page.
Parents should be aware that use of cell phones and other electronic devices is restricted. Students should not
bring valuables to school.

RECESS and NOON HOUR


Look to the supervision aides for help in dealing with minor problems and injuries. After informing a
supervision aide, come to the office for first aid and/or to resolve more serious problems.



Remain outside or on the ground level until the bell, except when going to a supervised activity or the
office.



Unless specifically asked by a staff member, students should not be in the hallways.



Staircases and landings should be kept free at all times. Washrooms should not be used as gathering or
play areas. Boys are not to be around the girls’ washrooms and girls are not to be around the boys’
washrooms.



On rainy days, if recess and lunch are inside, play “inside games” in the designated play area. Clean up
after yourself and help others to clean up too.



Do not play at the front of the school. Students should stay inside the fenced boundaries of the school.



Primary students are expected to play in the primary Area and Intermediate students are expected to
play in Intermediate areas. Some exceptions are made, but if asked to leave an area by a supervising
adult, students will leave without question.



Wheels (bikes, scooters, skateboards, inline skates, roller shoes, etc.) should not be used
on school property. Dogs must be on a short leash at all times. Students are not allowed
to use cell phones during school time. If they need to phone parents they should come
to the office.

DAILY PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
It is expected that every child will be involved in a minimum of 30 minutes of Daily Physical Activity. All children
are expected to play outside at lunch time and recess. All children should be dressed appropriately for the
weather and have footwear that allows them to run and play on the playground safely. Flip flops and light
sandals are not considered safe. In severe weather they are allowed to play quietly inside.

DRESS CODE
In addition to wearing practical clothes appropriate for the weather, we expect students to
wear clothes that are appropriate to a work environment, rather than a trip to the beach or a
party. Clothes with inappropriate slogans or language are not permitted.

VANCOUVER BOARD OF EDUCATION DRESS CODE
“While it is not the function of the school system to impose or prohibit fashions or styles of appearance,
the Board of School Trustees (the “Board”) recognizes, as a custom of the elementary and secondary schools of
the City of Vancouver, that each student shall attend school clean and tidy in person, and shall refrain from
wearing hair styles, clothes, footwear, jewellery, and other articles of personal adornment that are, by reason of
extreme styling, a distraction to the student himself/herself or his/her fellow students, or that are otherwise
adverse to effective teaching in his/her class. These standards and regulations of dress shall apply equally to
male and female students.”

VALUABLE ITEMS
Students should not bring valuable items, money or toys that they treasure to school.
While we encourage all our students to be honest, we cannot be responsible for
accidental loss or breakage.

INTERNET USE
It is our expectation that parents will help us in monitoring the use of the internet by
students. We require an internet use contract to be signed by both the parents and the
students which commit to responsible, courteous, kind and safe use. Parents should be
aware that accounts with organizations such as FACEBOOK have an age limit. (for
FACEBOOK it is 13 years). It is very important that students receive guidance as to what is
safe and appropriate use of the internet. Parents should know their children’s passwords
and check their communications. At Maple Grove we have an expectation that student use of the internet will
comply with our school policy both at home and in school.

SPORTS AND EXTRACURICULAR ACTIVITIES













Basketball team
Volleyball team
Track and field team
Global Citizenship
Student Council
Destination Imagination
Kilometre Club
Lego Robotics
Math Club
Garden Club
Choir
Junior and Senior band

SERVICE TO THE SCHOOL
As well as providing service to the community through fundraising, support for the food bank,
Christmas hampers, neighbourhood clean-up etc., student (usually Grade 6 and 7) support
for the school includes the following: office monitors, music listening PA announcers,
computer monitors, hot lunch monitors, kindergarten and primary playground buddies,
library monitors, traffic patrol, assembly set up and so on. Students in Grade 6 and 7 are
expected to provide service in 4 or 5 areas either within the school or with organizations such
as the SPCA.

School Calendar
These very slightly from year to year but can be checked on our
school web page/blog:
http://maplegroveschool.net/calendar-google/

Bell Schedule
Students are expected to arrive at school in time to enter
at 9:00 am. Dismissal is at 3:00 pm.

Office Hours
8:00 am – 3:30 pm

School Growth Plan
Our growth plan can be viewed at:
http://maplegroveschool.net/growth-plan/

Staff
Members change from year to year.
Please check our school webpage/blog.

School Colours
RED and BLACK
School Team
Maple Grove “Wildcats”

Maple Grove School Song
T’was built in 1924 so brave and proud and strong;
Where students and our athletes too are learning right from wrong.
It’s Maple Grove – the school where we all do our best.
It’s Maple Grove – with red and black upon our crest.
Our math and socials, science too are fun at MGS.
And when we’re asked to help our school the answers always “yes”.
It’s Maple Grove – the school where we all do our best.
It’s Maple Grove – with red and black upon our crest.
In sports we challenge everyone and try right to the end.
And even though we might not win each rival is our friend.
It’s Maple Grove – the school where we all do our best.
It’s Maple Grove – with red and black upon our crest.
Oh we are loyal to our school and feel we all belong.
At Maple Grove our favourite school together we are strong!

