
Maple Grove AGM Meeting Minutes 
 
Date: Thursday, June 14, 2012 
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location: Library 
 
PAC Executive Attendees: Duncan Porter (Chair); Tim Luu (Vice-Chair); Margery Mah 
(Co-Treasurer); Nellie Wong (Co-Secretary); Ivy Leung (DPAC/BCCPAC); Cindy 
Cheong (SPC); Alisha Mann (Fund-raising Co-ordinator) 
 
1. Approval of AGM Agenda and AGM minutes (2011) 

• MOTION made for the approval of the AGM agenda by Gurprit Mann and 
SECONDED by Winnie Hon.  Motion carried. 

• MOTION made for the approval of the minutes of the AGM from June 20, 2011 
by Winnie Hon and SECONDED by Tim Luu.  Motion carried. 

 
2. Update of Financial Statement (see attached) 

• Margery Mah presented current financial statement up to June 14, 2012.  
MOTION made to approve the financial statement by Joel Korn and SECONDED 
by Cindy Cheong.  Motion carried.   

  
3. Executive and Committee Year End Reports 
 
PAC Chair – Duncan Porter 

• Where to begin….This past year has been quite an eye opener for myself.  Firstly, 
I would say that I have enjoyed my year as PAC chair and thank you all for 
having the confidence to have voted me in.  I have been giving some thought to 
what we as PAC have accomplished over the past year and want to mention some 
that I am most proud of: Halloween Bingo, Movie Night, and Spring Festival.  
These three events could not have come together without the help of some very 
dedicated volunteers who stepped up when we needed them.  From Joel to Yvette, 
Taushia, Andrea, and Alisha, along with the many others who gave their time and 
energy so selflessly to make sure the kids of MG had fun at these events.  Behind 
the scenes at the school, the co-ordinators of the library, hot lunch, and safe 
arrival programs, just to mention a few, deserve a huge thank you from all.  I must 
single out Margery who was always there to show me a positive solution to my 
need to just get things done.  Also thanks to all the executive members.  I realize 
that I may have a slightly different style from what you all have seen before but in 
the end, looking back on my year, I believe that we came together and put the 
needs of the children first. 

 
Treasurer – Margery Mah 

• General Revenue: 
This year’s PAC concentrated on Community building and inclusiveness to all 
families which is why only one event, Halloween Bingo, was used as a fund raiser 
event.  The other two events, Movie Night and Spring Festival, were community 



driven and brought in $649.25 and $2222.02 respectively.  Other years Movie Night’s 
revenue was around $1100 and Spring Festival was $5800. Hot lunch program 
continues to be our largest source of fund raising.  It provides our school with the 
much needed funding of day to day operational budget.   From these funds, 
Montessori receives an annual $4000 donation for their program and the remaining 
funds are used to enhance PAC activities for the whole school. No direct personal 
contribution drive was proposed this year. Two passive fund raising events were put 
in place in the last quarter of the school year: Mabel’s Labels and Bean Bros.  These 
will help generate income for our school without spending large amount of man 
power to advertise the products.  A friendly reminder through the school blog and 
MG website for parents and friends during the beginning of the school year and every 
quarter of the school year would be great.  Reminders help parents know these items 
are in play. 

 
• Gaming Expenses: 
Funded items in the Educational enrichment include primary books, computer toners, 
computer scanner, after class workshops with 4Cats & Pear Tree Education, library 
books, choir risers, choir, exercise mats, and clubs.  Gaming expenses have specific 
requirements on how you can spend these funds.  The funds must remain under the 
management and control of the PAC at all times.  Funds cannot be used for, or 
transferred to, curricular purposes or to any of their activities or programs.  PAC 
funding is intended to benefit students by enhancing extracurricular opportunities 
outside of classroom time.  After school work shops were new this year.  PAC 
thought it would offer something different to the children.  Because of the teacher job 
action, we could not obtain sponsorship earlier on in the year.  Due to tennis 
happening for two weeks, Mrs. Sellars and Mr. Naipaul would be on the school 
premises to sponsor the after school workshops.  PAC sent out a notice on the MG 
Blog (May11) requesting for parent to take the lead in creating a workshop for 4 
grade groupings of  K-1, 2-3, 4-5, and 6-7 .  Only one parent came to volunteer for 
the grade 4-5 category to find, set up and run the workshops.  Because no one else 
came forward, she expanded the grades to include grades 3 to 6 to be more inclusive 
and took charge of 3 workshops not just one.  The workshops were run at the same 
time as tennis which was why there wasn’t much choice in dates. May 25 blog 
announced the types and scheduled dates of the workshops and emails were sent out 
to class parents.  Also, she called every family who enrolled to confirm their 
participation and to remind them of the class.  Unfortunately, the school 
announcement was not made at the end of the day so some of the children forgot to 
go.  The number of participants was pretty good, around 12 to 15 per session, except 
for the last one.  It was only 2 weeks from the time of enrollment to the workshop 
date, but parents and children forgot about the June 7 workshop.  Mrs. Sellars 
recognized that Grade 7s were already too busy with grad and other things at this time 
and that they did not have time for another workshop.  Mrs. Tornroos, our Librarian, 
has purchases $3000 worth of books from our funding.  Choir risers have arrived this 
month with a total cost of $452.39 railings, $4885.92 risers, and $1027.56 gym mats. 
Total cost $6365.90. In the additional business of the PAC Agenda, PAC will vote to 
pay for the excess over $6000 at today’s meeting. Choir’s total cost this year is 



$2250.  Our budget was $2000 and the difference was paid for by the $10 per choir 
participation fee collected in September.  Maple Grove Elementary School keeps hold 
of these funds so Jane would know the current balance that remains.  The year began 
with 25 to 28 members and there are currently 18 choir members today.  Usually cost 
is $2500 but two weeks of choir were missed: one week due to the teacher’s strike 
and another week in the school year.  Graduation funding was moved from general 
expenses to gaming expenses because this activity is considered a student ceremony 
and can be used in this category so that it frees up future general PAC funding to be 
spent other passions.   

 
• General Expenses: 
For Christmas crafts teachers requested $1000 and received $800.  Over budgeted by 
$300 and that was approved by PAC chair.  In past years Classroom Allowances were 
given as a lump sum of $6000.  These funds were for teachers to purchase extra 
miscellaneous classroom materials and for classroom enrichment.  PAC was asked 
what items were spent on the $6000, we did not know how the funds were allocated.  
During last year’s AGM, the parents were concerned that providing large lump sums 
without direction on how funds were going to be used was not good practice.  Giving 
$8000 to Artist in Residence was too generic.  They wanted to know what expenses 
warrant the $8000 funding.  Therefore, PAC thought that if the Classroom 
Allowances were split into two categories then it would be easier to keep track of 
how funds were used.  This gave flexibility of half the funds to the teacher and the 
other have would be tied to enrichment requests.  Having requests in writing makes 
the movement of funds more accountable.  People would like to know what the 
money is being spent on, and how much is being spent.  This is being transparent and 
will answer the parents concerns.  Therefore for further transparency in answering the 
concerns of parents, this split of the account was created to try and track how funds 
were used.  Two categories:  Classroom Allowances and Classroom Allowances for 
Curriculum Enrichment were created.  Classroom Allowances was to fund the 
miscellaneous materials that teachers wanted to buy but the school board did not 
provide.  And Classroom Allowances for Curriculum Enrichment was to provide the 
teacher with funds to do a special project or bring in items of special interest for the 
children to enhance the BC curriculum.  To fund this enrichment, the teacher’s filled 
out a form to request for funding for their classroom.  Having invoices for all 
purchases and costs allow PAC to be accountable for the funds spent. Transparency is 
required by the gaming commission and records have to kept for 5 years.  

 
• Classroom Allowances for Curriculum Enrichment funded: 
Spelling Bee, Haunted House decorations, primary Halloween crafts, primary book 
room organizer, VSO Peter & the Wolf performance $988, snow shoe field trip 
$1391, art supplies, chicken eggs for hatching for a total of $2821.00 (budget of 
$3000).  Community garden received a $2000 grant from Whole Foods.  PAC did not 
have to provide further funding.  41 Year end gifts cards were given to teaching staff: 
$10 for each Dairy Queen gift card.  Because DQ has supported MG all these years in 
supplying us with ice cream cakes, free product coupons, and discount coupons, PAC 
thought it would be nice to bring it full circle and support them with our the purchase 



of the cards. This caused an over budget of $111.12; was PAC chair approved.  Will 
be cutting a cheque to Montessori for $4000 from the Hot Lunch Program funds.  

 
• Extraordinary Expenses: 
Artist in residence was for grades 3 received drama, grade 4s received hip hop dance, 
grade 5s received digital photography and we bought large prints to show off their 
work. Extracurricular activities bills this year happened to be for basketball teams - 
new jerseys. First year for this new item of Scientist in residence and it was great fun 
for the kids.  UBC Geering Up came to MG for 2.5 days to give all grades 1 to 7 
classes their workshop and it only cost $1020.  Great value for the money since it 
covered about 445 of out 485 students. PAC should seriously consider doing this 
again next year. Teacher’s Wish list was a budgeted of $6000.  Most of this entry was 
moved to Gaming Expenses under choir risers since it was determined that was the 
large ticket item to be purchased.  So this entry number is low but the teacher’s did 
receive their full wish funding ($6365.90 + 201.26). Active Living fitness activities, I 
have not received invoices from KM Club.  Lunch Time activities were limited this 
year due to the teacher’s job actions.  Established club activities such as the math and 
computer clubs went on until April but the newly started clubs did not get a chance to 
move forward but if I am misinformed please let me know.  Math club uses its funds 
to pay for competition fees and computer club uses its funds for supplies such as 
toner and scanner.  Because they are established clubs, their funding was placed 
under extracurricular activities or education enrichment.  If clubs do not have a 
teacher sponsorship then it is difficult to proceed.  Clubs were encouraged to form so 
that the children would have an alternative activity to go to, to meet other children 
from different classes, to share their interests with others, and to get out of the cold 
during the wet and winter season.  To encourage more clubs, PAC was willing to 
fund up to $150 for supplies to the club.  We are trying to establish clubs so we were 
willing to fund each one fairly. For example, one year we had an arts and crafts club, 
and a book reading club.  To be even handed, the $150 was given as seed money.  
Not all clubs need funding.  And a $500 budget does not go too far either, I would 
recommend increasing this fund for next year in anticipation of new clubs forming. 
For the club parties, teachers and parents should ask participants what they would like 
to provide the club with treats for the party instead of spending funds for a pizza 
party.  Also most teachers print out certificates of merit for each student and this is 
more cost effective than purchasing metals.  Fund raising is hard work so spend the 
funds wisely. 

 
BCCPAC and DPAC – Ivy Leung  

• School year 2011-2012 has been a year of challenges that began with the 
teachers’ job action.  Volunteer parents of the B.C. Confederation of Parent 
Advisory Council (BCCPAC) and the District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) 
have worked hard on speaking up and acting on behalf of parents and students. 
 
BCCPAC & DPAC have written numerous letters to the Minister of Education, 
the B.C. Teachers’ Federation, and the Vancouver School Board school trustees, 
to ask each organization to forward and resolve the teachers’ job action issues 



quickly. Within our district of 109 secondary and elementary schools, we have 
heard many students have been affected on different levels this year. I won't go 
into details tonight and if any of your have concerns, I am available to listen to 
you. 

• How many of you are aware that there is a new B.C. education plan?  It examines 
21st century education - personalized education for our students? It is important 
for you to know about what the Ministry of Education is planning for your 
children in public school.  It has not yet been implemented, and I recommend to 
you to go on the website site to read and add your feedback.  What you say is 
relevant: http://www.bcedplan.ca/ 

• Last month, the Minister of Education George Abbott, super- and assistant 
superintendents of different school districts attended the Spring BCCPAC 
conference.  They had to answer many tough questions from parents. Go on the 
BCCPAC website (http://www.bccpac.bc.ca/) where you can find some of the 
reports on spring conference. There was a new president and board elected. On 
Saturday of the conference, 17 resolutions were discussed, one to take note on:  
"whether WiFi should be installed in public school."  There was a big debate on 
this issue and parents were split 50/50.  Parents who were against it were 
concerned that emerging scientific research suggests that the poor quality of the 
electric power in our homes, schools and workplaces may be making many of us 
sick.  Most of us assume that the danger from electricity is safely confined to the 
wires in our homes, schools and workplaces. But, what most of us don't know is 
these same wires have become conduits for dangerous levels of radio frequency 
(RF) radiation and other harmful electromagnetic energy.  Members of BCCPAC 
voted YES for the BCCPAC board to propose to the Minister of Education to: 1) 
stop installing WiFi public schools (which parents have not been consulted in the 
first place.) 2) have ONE designated school in the district, designated as wifi-free, 
and parents can have a choice to send their children there. 

• As your DPAC executive, I sit on the education and student services standing 
committee at VSB.  This year, there was no teacher representative present, and it 
was difficult to move forward many issues and new proposals. The ones that did 
make it through new district programs are, for example, a new IB program at 
Southlands, Mandarin Immersion at Norquay School, and an Aboriginal school at 
Macdonald. 

• VSB is still working to balance the yearly budget. With the cuts in services for 
our students in the near future, parents need to help parents, to focus and advocate 
for the best interests of our students.  For those of who are interested in what VSB 
is doing, check out the Vancouver School Board website. http://www.vsb.bc.ca/ 
or get involved and volunteer on DPAC, http://www.vsb.bc.ca/who-are-dpac. The 
DPAC AGM is on Thursday, June 21. 

 
• Last note - please remember that PAC parents gathering are not just to fundraise, 

but it is also to build strong school communities. We are parents that help parents, 
to focus and advocate for the best interests of our children and all students. 

• To advocate: 
-build better parent understanding of the needs and challenges of youth within the 



B.C. public school system. 
-help everyone focus on the best interests of students. 
-help school and district parent advisory councils (PACs/DPACs) and individual 
parents and students solve problems in our public schools. 
-promote fair, impartial, consistent and effective problem-solving.  

 
Fundraising Chair – Alisha Mann 

• School events (Halloween Bingo, Movie Night, Spring Festival) were great.  
Focus was placed on community building rather than solely trying to raise funds.  
However, there were only a handful of dedicated volunteers who came out to help 
out at each event, and as a result, these volunteers experienced frustration because 
of the sheer workload placed on their shoulders.   

• Alisha emphasized the fact that PAC needs to do a better job of communicating to 
the parent body at large what the end goal is for fundraising (e.g. supplementing 
field trips to make it affordable for everyone).  Her recommendation would be to 
have improved lines of communication and increased participation among parents 
to help out with various school events. 

 
Hospitality – Cindy Cheong 

• Refreshments were provided only for PAC meetings (since there weren’t parent 
teacher conferences this year).  Thank you to Cindy for providing the treats all 
year round. 

 
Hot Lunch – Winnie Hon 

• The program averaged 200 kids/month.  A couple of changes took place this year 
to improve efficiency: kindergarten children came first to eat in the lunchroom; 
three line ups were put in place for the students to get their food; trays were given 
to the classroom teachers vs. having them picked up in the lunchroom (that was a 
great solution thought of by student council to ensure that students who paid for 
the program received their food) 

• Three parent volunteers were often helping from 12 to 12:45 p.m., but after 
Christmas, some of them forgot so people need reminders.  Parent volunteers are 
needed in September. 

 
Class Parent Co-ordinator – Winnie Hon 

• Someone is needed for this role.  It was vacant this year and communication 
between PAC and the parent community at large was negatively impacted. 

 
School Planning Council – Cindy Cheong  

• The school goal of oral language will remain the same for the fall as no 
discussions took place due to the on-going teachers’ job action. 

 
Kilometre Club – Mary Ann Lo 

• Maple Grove km club is going well thanks to the support of our principal, Mrs. 
Sellars, and most importantly, our parent volunteers.  They tirelessly run this club 
rain, snow, or shine three mornings/week every week – starting from the first until 



the last week of school.  Many students have improved their fitness from this 
club.  For the record, these are the names of the fantastic parent volunteers: Susan 
Lin, Stuart Mackenzie, Maureen Wicken , Maggie Zhu, Jodie Brown, Jenny 
Chen, Sharon Fancher, Janie Pang, Raymond Chan, Gurprit Mann, Sarah Blais, 
Sandra Franke, Cindy Cheong, Linda Zhang, Sarah McNeill, Dalit Tzafrir, 
Gordana Katic,  Michelle Palibroda. 

• The km club budget from PAC was significantly reduced to $200 this year (not 
sure what the rationale was since the club has upwards of over 100 active 
members).  We need to support this fitness initiative for our students.  With the 
budget cut, we weren’t able and/or had to alter some of the activities that were 
planned (i.e. year end sports award assembly, we will continue to give out medals 
and ribbons but the colour of the medals may not correlate with the mileage 
because I had to use up all the old stock; some promotional activities were 
derailed and only a small sum will be put towards our year end celebration party 
on June 18).  Fitness is such an important part of daily living; we really need to 
support fitness initiatives such as this club. 

• Next school year will be my last year at Maple Grove.  I feel that this is an 
appropriate time for me to step down to allow the transition to a new coordinator 
for the Kilometre Club.   Of course I will, with pleasure, stay on to help and 
mentor in any way possible. I am looking for a new parent leader to take over co-
ordinating this important club.  I suggest PAC to work with the new co-ordinator 
to provide more support, including financial, for this club. Thank you again to all 
the parent volunteers. Without your support we would not have this important 
club at our school. Maple Grove families: please encourage your kids to come out 
to keep active & run with us! 

Library – Mrs. Tornroos (written card) 
• As another year comes to a close, I reflect back on it and always think how lucky 

I am to be part of such a great school.  Your support of the library is a huge part 
of that.  I am so grateful to be able to buy books and more books for our students 
with the money that you allocate to the library.  This year, Maple Grove students 
and staff have taken out more than 43,000 books and I think this is a testament to 
you, our wonderful teachers, and the amazing collection of books we have.  A 
huge thank you all.   

 
4. Nominations and Elections for PAC Executive 2012-2013 

• Chair: Sarah McNeil 
• Treasurer: Gurprit Mann 
• Secretary: Allison Arato 
• DPAC Representative: Ivy Leung 
• BCCPAC: Tim Luu 
• SPC:  Cindy Cheong and Joel Korn 
• Fundraising: Alisha Mann 
 
MOTION made by Joel Korn to ratify the election of the new PAC executive.  
SECONDED by Tim Luu.  Motion carried.  



 
5. New Business 

• Lily Zhang raised concerns to PAC and the administration about the safety of the 
Tennis XL programs in the gym as her daughter was hit near her eye with an 
errant tennis ball.  When she was observing the program, she saw one pair of 
students playing on the stage and there were 7-8 courts inside the gym.  There 
isn’t a problem when the lessons take place outside. 

• Budget amendment - Motion made by Duncan Porter to move $1589.64 from the 
line item labeled Student Support (under Extraordinary Expenses) to the Actual 
Column under the line item Education Enrichment (under Gaming Expenses).  
This amount reflects the use of these funds by four classrooms who went to the 
PNE for a day to study simple machines.  Another motion was made by Duncan 
Porter to move $365 from the line item labeled Student Support (under 
Extraordinary Expenses) to the Actual Column under the line item Choir Risers 
(under Gaming Expenses) to finish off the cost of purchasing new risers for the 
school.  SECONDED by Winnie Hon.  Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Tim Luu to change the signing authority of the Maple Grove 
PAC account at VanCity to Sarah McNeil (new PAC Chair for 2012-2013), 
Gurprit Mann (new Treasurer for 2012-2013), and Cindy Cheong (SPC).  
SECONDED by Duncan Porter.  Motion carried.   

• Motion made by Duncan Porter for $50 out of the general funds being carried 
forward towards the purchase of a gift for Rose, the VSB staff member who 
oversees the hot lunch program.  Rose’s dedication, encouragement of all of our 
students, and the positive atmosphere she brings to the school were noted as 
exceptional.  SECONDED by Tim Luu.  Motion carried. 

• Tony (Inder) Singh is interested in offering an afterschool program (sponsored by 
PAC) on learning self-defence.  The new PAC executive and administration will 
explore the possibility in the fall. 

• Mr. Naipaul will return to the classroom in the fall.  The PAC would like to thank 
him for his hard work this year as the Acting Vice-Principal for Maple Grove.  
Mr. Naipaul would like PAC to consider including a line item in next year’s 
budget (and in the future) that would provide funds for grade 6 camp.  Even with 
some fundraising from students and parents, the camp is costly.  It would be 
greatly appreciated if PAC could give some financial support for the camp 
program as all grade 6 students participate in it. 

 
6. Adjournment of Meeting 
MOTION made by Duncan Porter.  Seconded by Alisha Mann.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 


